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Citizens Bank saw an 
opportunity with the 2023 
collapse of First Republic 
Bank: Launch Citizens Private 
Bank, attracting talent and 
customers from the failed San 
Francisco bank. “Same team, 
different jersey,” as deTray 
put it. That has played well 
with clients of Citizens Private 
Bank, which opened offices in 
Mill Valley and downtown San 
Francisco last year and plans 
to open an East Bay branch 
and another in San Francisco.

Bank of Montreal made a big 
splash when it purchased San 
Francisco-based Bank of the 
West in 2023, dramatically ex-
panding the Canadian bank’s 
U.S. franchise and renaming it 
all BMO Bank. Growing up in 
France, de Kerversau was an 
avid violinist. Today, the music 
enthusiast helps lead BMO 
Bank’s strong growth in Cali-
fornia from his San Francisco 
base. That’s music to investors’ 
ears.

Five Star Bank, based in the 
Sacramento suburb of Rancho 
Cordova, saw an opportunity 
to expand services to Bay Area 
business owners following the 
2023 collapse of First Republic 
Bank and Signature Bank, 
which had a San Francisco 
office. Five Star tapped Kurtze, 
a former Signature Bank 
executive, to build a Bay Area 
team and open a downtown 
San Francisco office. He now 
eyes the East Bay for another 
possible base. 

The former Silicon Valley Bank 
executive is eager to build 
HSBC’s presence in the Bay 
Area’s startup ecosystem. 
Since launching its innovation 
banking practice with 42 
professionals 18 months ago, 
HSBC has more than doubled 
the team focused on startups 
— and the need for speed in 
meeting their banking needs. 
“For these high-octane growth 
companies, that are in some 
cases disrupting category 
leaders, every single day is 
existential,” Sabow said.

The former Visa executive 
oversees the credit-scoring 
company that’s a joint ven-
ture of the nation’s three 
largest credit bureaus. Those 
three-digit numbers are likely 
to grab headlines this year 
amid record credit card debt, 
missed student loan pay-
ments hitting credit reports 
after a long pandemic pause, 
more buy-now-pay-later loans 
reported to credit bureaus 
— and a growing number of 
lenders assessing borrowers’ 
bank account information to 
judge creditworthiness.
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